Andover Conservation Commission

May 13, 2015   Minutes

Present:  Mary Anne Broshek, Larry Chase, Tina Cotton, Jerry Hersey, Nan Kapan and guest, Sandra Graves

Minutes:  April minutes were approved with minor changes.

Correspondance – None

Budget report- end of March

Operating Expenses - $505

Conservation Fund - $38,829.25 (use of these funds is specified in RSA 36A:4)

ASLPT Update

The bike ride has been moved to August 29th

Potential for donation of 24 acres to ASLPT – good wildlife habitat, water resource over an aquifer- ACC requested to cover Stewardship costs (monitoring in perpituity) – we will vote in June. 

Mary Anne will send out information on transferring Bernhart easement from Andover to ASLPT.

Capital Improvements Letter and CC response - The idea of a town forest was discussed as a good way to have a public park and provide income for the town to reduce property taxes.  Larry will continue with research. 

Knotweed - Mary Anne will contact Doug Cyan about a presentation to the town.

Bradley Lake Sign - DES rules for Bradley Lake changed in 2014.  Cost is $156 for a new sign of current size.  A motion was made to approve CC funds for this sign based on the fact that Bradley Lake is the public water supply and is of prime concern to the ACC.  Members voted unanimously in favor.

Halcyon Island - No Recreation Committee comments.  Final package submitted to BOS.

Conserved Lands chart - New chart received with last round of comments.  Email any additional comments to Derek.  Members discussed Derek's  excellent Beacon article on Adder/Hopkins pond.

2015 Project Updates

Hike- Nan and Larry are planning a fall hike.

Rain Gardens- Susan Chase has agreed to take the lead with help from Stacy Luke at the Merrimack County Conservation District (MCCD) and UNH Cooperative Extension.  Planning for early August.

Plant Sale- held on 5/9- very good sales.  Proceeds go to MCCD to pay for plants and for scholarship fund for students majoring in natural resources.  

Pollinators and Monarch Butterflies – MCCD will supply 15-20 plants/shrubs and a crab apple tree at no charge.  Plants will be given to Dave Pilla for a Share Day workshop with Proctor/AEMS students doing the planting on May 15.

Wildlife plantings – on hold

Worm composting – Mary Anne will take the lead – to be held in the fall.

Rain barrel and composter sale – on hold 

Natural Resource Inventory  (NRI)

Tina will: 1) attend a Planning Board meeting in June to go over the NRI and the maps that are available; 2) write a series of article for the Beacon beginning with an introduction to the NRI and follow up articles with a description and map of each of the layers used in the ACC co-occurence maps used to determine places that are important to preserve; and 3)request hard copies of the NRI for each library and Proctor.  

Bog Pond and Business District - The Planning Board is working on changes.  The CC needs to be aware of  how this is proceeding and be involved in future hearings and meetings with the Planning Board. Mary Anne and Nan will meet to discuss possible conservation easements in this area

Huckleberry Storage Tanks - Members had a brief discussion on the  oil and propane storage tanks in Wilmot.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45

